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In an interview with the New York Times on the evening of Oct. 27 in San Jose, Costa Rican
President Oscar Arias said that negotiations to put the Central American peace plan into effect are
"at an impasse" and that Nicaragua must make new concessions to enhance the peace process. He
claimed that Nicaragua's continued refusal to negotiate a cease-fire with the contras remained the
major obstacle to a settlement of guerrilla wars in the region and to the greater political freedom
called for in the peace accord. On Nov. 5, each of the Central American nations is to announce how
it intends to live up to its commitments under the accord. Two months later, the presidents of the
five countries that signed the accord are to meet to evaluate its success. The five Central American
foreign ministers met in Costa Rica Oct. 27-28 to define the procedures for carrying out the accord.
Several officials said the key point of discussion was whether all provisions of the treaty would have
to go into effect simultaneously or whether they could be carried out over the next two months. In
the interview, Arias said the obligations of Honduras to keep the contras from using its territory
another key part of the peace plan depended on the Nicaraguan government's willingness to offer
a full political amnesty and negotiate a cease-fire with the contras. Only such negotiations would
permit the rebels to return home and leave Honduras for good, Arias said. The Nobel Peace Prize
winner said he would place his personal and political prestige on the line if necessary to demand
international political and economic sanctions against any country that fails to fulfill the pledges
it made in the peace accord. But he added he would "never" support military action or renewed
aid to the contras to solve regional problems. He said he made that position clear when he met
President Reagan and other top US officials in Washington recently. Arias and his aides said he had
spoken several times by phone with Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega to urge him to negotiate
with the contras and to be flexible on issues such as an amnesty for political prisoners and freedom
of the press. Arias sent his brother to talk to Sandinista leaders in Managua three weeks ago, a
Costa Rican official said. Ortega has in turn called Arias to ask him to intervene to keep contra
officials from trying to fly to Managua, a Costa Rican official said. The Nicaraguan Embassy in Costa
Rica refused on Oct. 28 to give passports to four contra officials, saying they must first accept a
political amnesty. Costa Rican officials said that the Sandinistas appeared willing a few weeks ago
to negotiate a cease-fire with the contras but that they had since reversed that stand. "We haven't
advanced much," Arias said. But Arias said he believed that sooner or later the Sandinistas will
agree to negotiate a cease-fire with the contras as international pressure from Latin American and
European governments grows for a negotiated end to the war. Talks with the contras in Nicaragua
might also permanently scuttle their chances of receiving renewed funds from the US Congress. So
far the Sandinistas have offered only a limited version of a cease-fire, unilaterally declared in certain
war zones, a measure Arias dismissed as inadequate. "Ortega says a unilateral cease-fire works,"
Arias said. "I, who know nothing about cease-fires, find it hard to believe a soldier gives up his rifle
without permission from his superior." Arias emphasized that there were still two more months to
carry out the peace accord before the Central American presidents meet in January to evaluate its
success. In a complicated process, the treaty is to take effect over the next two months. On Nov. 5, 90
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days from the August signing of the accord, each signatory is to announce how it proposes to carry
out the treaty's demands. Until recently, Nov. 7 had been most often cited as the effective date, but
the leaders agreed that Nov. 5 was correct. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 10/29/87)
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